
 

 

  

Creating a clinical 
research culture 

that is patient and 
public focused 

 

 

The Medtech Accelerator is a proof of concept financial awards 

scheme to progress medical technology and software innovations. 

A total of £1.5 million is available with awards on offer between 

£15,000 and £125,000. Applications are welcome primarily from 

individuals or teams within eligible NHS organisations. 

If you would like to discuss your idea in the first instance please 

call 01223 928040 or visit www.medtechaccelerator.co.uk for 

more information. 

The NIHR Clinical Research Network 

has released a new strategy setting 

out the direction of travel for Clinical 

Research Nurses conducting leading 

edge research focused on the needs 

of patients and the public. The 

strategy sets out four goals: 

Newly published Clinical Research Nursing 
Strategy shows Research Nurses as ‘visible 
leaders’ 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

The critical care research team, 

led by Valerie Page, arranged a 

PPI event at Watford General 

Hospital in November to help 

inform the design and outcomes 

of a family intervention grant 

application the HS&DR have 

invited us to submit. 8 survivors 

of critical illness or family 

members of critically ill patients 

attended, supported by a Senior 

Nurse from ITU and 2 Trust 

Research Nurses. 

Critical Care PPI Focus Group  
The event was appreciated by 

the survivors/family members 

and we had helpful discussions 

about appropriate family support 

for our patients and their 

families to help us develop more 

family focused intervention. This 

will be the subject of our 

research bid. 

 Clinical Research 

Nursing Strategy 

  

 Funding Opportunity 

  

 Critical Care PPI 

Focus Group 

 

 Study in Focus:  

 B-Adenoma 

  

Promoting 
innovation to 

include the use of 
digital technologies 

to improve data 
quality and enable 

novel ways of using 
resources 

 

 

Improving awareness 
and understanding of 

the specialty of 
clinical research 
nursing and its 

contribution and 
impact 

 

GCP Sessions 
 

Introduction to GCP 
Wednesday 4

th
 April  

Monday 5
th
 November 

09.15 – 16.30 
 

GCP Refresher Course 
Thursday 28

th
 June 

Monday 17
th
 December 

09.15 – 12.30 
 

Location:  
Seminar Room, 

Medical Education 
Centre, 

Hemel Hempstead 
Hospital 

 
 
 

 

Training Corner: 

Medtech Accelerator Funding Opportunity  

 

Developing leaders to 
share best clinical 
research nursing 
practice locally, 
nationally and 
internationally 
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West Hertfordshire Hospitals Trust Research and Development Department are in the top 3 

for Value for Money for Recruitment at District General Hospitals in the East of England.  

STUDY IN FOCUS Thank you to The Bowel Screening Centre! 

 Bowel cancer is common 
in the UK, with around 1 in 
16 men and 1 in 20 
women developing it at 
some point in their lives. 
Most bowel cancers 
happen when a type of 
polyp called an adenoma 
becomes cancerous.  

The NHS Bowel Scope 
Screening Programme is 

a relatively new screening test to help 
prevent bowel cancer. The scheme 
invites all men and women in 
England aged 55 for a flexible 
sigmoidoscopy to find and remove 
any polyps that could eventually turn 
into cancer.  

In conjunction with this, the Bowel 
Screening Centre at Watford General 
Hospital, along with the R&D 
Department, have recently finished 
recruiting for the B-Adenoma study. 

The trial focuses on a device 
called the Endocuff Vision – a 
small plastic collar that 
attaches to the end of the 
camera which holds back the 
folds of the bowel to give a 
clearer view. 

Previous small studies have 
shown that there is a 
significant improvement in 
detection of adenomas when 
an Endocuff is used (from 
49% to 66%). 

West Herts successfully 
recruited over 200 patients to 
the study so a big thank you 
must go to the Bowel 
Screening Department for all 
their help over the past few 
months! 

In the UK, 1 in 16 
men and 1 in 20 
women will develop 
bowel cancer. 
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WHHT in the Top 3 

 


